CAMP BASHORE MERIT BADGE PRE-REQUIREMENTS / NOTES
This guide lists the merit badges in alphabetical order. The text after the name will be “No prerequisites,” numbers, or “see below.” Numbers indicate the merit badge requirements that need to be completed prior to camp. 

If the badge is listed as independent study, this is indicated at the far right.

This difficulty as determined by Camp Bashore follows, along with any notes (kit requirements, scheduling, etc).
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ARCHERY : No Prerequisites.
Average Difficulty

Maturity and ability to follow directions needed. 

Must purchase arrow kit from Trading Post. Cost $3.  (includes materials for bowstring) 


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 ART : No Prerequisites.


Good Beginner Badge

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ASTRONOMY : 6
Average Difficulty

Requirement #6 needs to be completed prior to camp. Must schedule evening observation time with telescope. Ability to complete other requirements may be affected by weather.

#6: 
At approximately weekly intervals, sketch the position of Venus, Mars or Jupiter in relation to the stars. Do this for at least four weeks and at the same time of night. On your sketch, record the date and time next to the planet's position. Use your sketch to explain how planets move. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BASKETRY : No Prerequisites. 

Average Difficulty- Good Beginner Badge

Must purchase stool kit & 2 basket kits from Trading Post. Approx. cost $12 ~ $20.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BIRD STUDY :  7







INDEPENDENT STUDY.

Challenging Badge. 


Requires many hours of INDEPENDENT STUDY.

Requirement # 7 should be completed prior to camp. Schedule class time with counselor.  

#7: Do ONE of the following: 

a. 
Go on a field trip with a local club or with others who are knowledgeable about birds in your area. 

1. Keep a list or fill out a checklist of all the birds your group observed during the field trip. 

2. Tell your counselor which birds your group saw and why some species were common and some were present in small numbers. 

3. Tell your counselor what makes the area you visited good for finding birds. 

b. By using a public library or contacting the National Audubon Society, find the name and location of the Christmas Bird Count nearest your home and obtain the results of a recent count. 

1. Explain what kinds of information are collected during the annual event. 

2. Tell your counselor which species are most common, and explain why these birds are abundant. 

3. Tell your counselor which species are uncommon, and explain why these were present in small numbers. If the number of birds of these species is decreasing, explain why, and what, if anything, could be done to reverse their decline. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BUGLING: See below






INDEPENDENT STUDY
Challenging

Must learn bugle calls prior to camp, provide own brass instrument, be prepared to review all requirements with counselor in one session. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CAMPING: 8c, 8d, 9
Average Difficulty

Requirement # 8c & 8d should be done prior to camp, as well as #9 (20 days / nights) written note from Scoutmaster will suffice. Need to bring backpack, tent & ground cloth for outpost overnighter. 

8c.
Prepare a camp menu. Explain how the menu would differ from a menu for a backpacking or float trip. Give recipes and make a food list for your patrol. Plan two breakfasts, three lunches, and two suppers. Discuss how to protect your food against bad weather, animals, and contamination. 

8d.
Cook at least one breakfast, one lunch, and one dinner for your patrol from the meals you have planned for requirement 8c. At least one of those meals must be a trail meal requiring the use of a lightweight stove 


9.
Show experience in camping by doing the following: 

a. Camp out a total of at least 20 days and 20 nights. The 20 days and 20 nights must be at a designated Scouting activity or event. Sleep each night under the sky or in a tent you have pitched. You may use a week of long-term camp toward this requirement. If the camp provides a tent that has already been pitched, you need not pitch your own tent. 

b. On any of these camping experiences, you must do TWO of the following, only with proper preparation and under qualified supervision: 

1. Hike up a mountain, gaining at least 1,000 vertical feet. 

2. Backpack, snowshoe, or cross-country ski for at least four miles. 

3. Take a bike trip of at least 15 miles or at least four hours. 

4. Plan and carry out a float trip of at least four hours. 

5. Plan and carry out an overnight snow camping experience. 

6. Rappel down a rappel route of 30 feet or more. 

c. Perform a conservation project approved by the landowner or land managing agency. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CANOEING: No Prerequisites

Average Difficulty



Must successfully complete the BSA Swimmer Test at check-in. Must bring old shoes that can get wet. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHEMISTRY: No Prerequisites.


Difficult Badge


Recommended for older Scouts. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLIMBING :No Prerequisites. 
Average Difficulty

Not recommended for 1st year campers.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

COOKING :  3, 5, 7
Average Difficulty

Requirements #3 & 5 (menu planning, cost analysis, etc...) should be completed before camp. Class will cook and eat meals using various cooking methods in the program area daily. Class is extended thru lunch hour. Requirement #7 must be documented by a parent/guardian. 

3. 
Plan a menu for two straight days (six meals) of camping. Include the following: 

a. A camp dinner with soup; meat, fish, poultry, or an appropriate substitute; two fresh vegetables; drink; and dessert. All are to be properly prepared. When preparing your menu, follow the nutritional guidelines set by the food pyramid. 

b. A one-pot dinner. Use foods other than canned. 

c. Using the menu planned for requirement 3, make a food list showing cost and amount needed to feed three or more boys. 

d. List the utensils needed to cook and serve these meals.

5.
Plan a menu for one day (three meals) or for four meals over a two-day period of trail hiking or backpacking. Include the following: 

a. A breakfast, lunch, and dinner for a trail or backpacking trip where light weight is important. You should be able to store all foods used for several days without refrigeration. When preparing your menu, follow the nutritional guidelines set by the food pyramid. 
The meals for this requirement may be prepared for different trips. They need not be prepared consecutively. Scouts working on this badge at summer camp should plan around food they can get at the camp commissary. 

b. Using the menu planned for requirement 5, make a food list showing cost and amount needed to feed three or more boys. 

c. List the utensils needed to cook and serve these meals. 

d. Figure the weight of the foods in requirement 4a. 

7.
Plan a menu for three full days of meals (breakfast, lunch, and dinner) to be cooked at home. 

a. When preparing your menu, follow the nutritional guidelines set by the food pyramid. All meals are to be cooked or properly prepared. 

b. Using the menu planned for requirement 7, make a food list, showing cost and amount needed to feed yourself and at least one adult (parent, family member, guardian, or other responsible adult). 

c. Tell what utensils were needed to cook and serve these meals. 

d. Prepare and serve a breakfast, lunch, and dinner from the menu you planned for requirement 7. Time your cooking to have each course ready to serve at the proper time. Have an adult verify the preparation of the meal to your counselor. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

C.O.P.E. :No Prerequisites. 

Challenging


Must be 14 years or older to participate. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CYCLING: 8, 9
Average Difficulty

Should have completed most of mileage requirements prior to camp  (Requirements 8 & 9) Camp has limited supply of bikes Personal bicycles must be stored in secure location when not in use. Helmets are required.

1. Avoiding main highways, take two rides of 10 miles each, two rides of 15 miles each, and two rides of 25 miles each. You must make a report of the rides taken. List dates, routes traveled, and interesting things seen. The bicycle must have all required safety features. It must be registered as required by your local traffic laws.

2. After fulfilling requirement 8, lay out on a road map a 50-mile trip. Stay away from main highways. Using your map, make this ride in eight hours. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: First Aid Merit Badge, 2b, 6c, 8c

Average Difficulty

Must have earned First Aid MB prior to camp. Must also complete requirements #2b,6c and 8c  prior to camp.

2. b.
Make a chart that demonstrates your understanding of each of the four aspects of emergency preparedness in requirement 2a (prepare, respond, recover, mitigate) with regard to 10 of the situations listed below. You must use situations 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 below in boldface but you may choose any other five listed here for a total of 10 situations. Discuss this chart with your counselor. 

1. Home kitchen fire 

2. Home basement/storage room/garage fire 

3. Explosion in the home 

4. Automobile accident 

5. Food-borne disease (food poisoning) 

6. Fire or explosion in a public place 

7. Vehicle stalled in the desert 

8. Vehicle trapped in a blizzard 

9. Flash flooding in town or the country 

10. Mountain/backcountry accident 

11. Boating accident 

12. Gas leak in a home or building 

13. Tornado or hurricane 

14. Major flood 

15. Nuclear power plant emergency 

16. Avalanche (snowslide or rockslide) 

17. Violence in a public place 

6.c.
Find out who is your community's emergency management director and learn what this person does to prepare for, respond to, recover from, and mitigate and prevent emergency situations in your community. Discuss this information with your counselor and apply what you discover to the chart you created for requirement 2b. 

i. Prepare a personal emergency service pack for a mobilization call.   Prepare a family kit (suitcase or waterproof box) for use by your family in case an emergency evacuation is needed. Explain the needs and uses of the contents.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE: possibly 3

Difficult Badge


 If parts of # 3 were done prior to camp, bring supporting documentation. 


Recommended for older Scouts. 


Some independent project work required. 

#3: Do ONE activity in EACH of the following categories (using the activities in this pamphlet as the basis for planning and carrying out your projects): 

a. Ecology 

1. Conduct an experiment to find out how living things respond to changes in their environments. Discuss your observations with your counselor. 

2. Conduct an experiment illustrating the greenhouse effect. Keep a journal of your data and observations. Discuss your conclusions with your counselor. 

3. Discuss what is an ecosystem. Tell how it is maintained in nature and how it survives. 

b. Air Pollution 

1. Perform an experiment to test for particulates that contribute to air pollution. Discuss your findings with your counselor. 

2. Record the trips taken, mileage, and fuel consumption of a family car for seven days, and calculate how many miles per gallon the car gets. Determine whether any trips could have been combined ('chained') rather than taken out and back. Using the idea of trip chaining, determine how many miles and gallons of gas could have been saved in those seven days. 

3. Explain what is acid rain. In your explanation, tell how it affects plants and the environment and the steps society can take to help reduce its effects. 

c. Water Pollution 

1. Conduct an experiment to show how living things react to thermal pollution. Discuss your observations with your counselor. 

2. Conduct an experiment to identify the methods that could be used to mediate (reduce) the effects of an oil spill on waterfowl. Discuss your results with your counselor. 

3. Describe the impact of a waterborne pollutant on an aquatic community. Write a 100-word report on how that pollutant affected aquatic fife, what the effect was, and whether the effect is linked to biomagnification. 

d. Land Pollution 

1. Conduct an experiment to illustrate soil erosion by water. Take photographs or make a drawing of the soil before and after your experiment, and make a poster showing your results. Present your poster to your patrol or troop. 

2. Perform an experiment to determine the effect of an oil spill on land. Discuss your conclusions with your counselor. 

3. Photograph an area affected by erosion. Share your photographs with your counselor and discuss why the area has eroded and what might be done to help alleviate the erosion. 

e. Endangered Species 

1. Do research on one endangered species found in your state. Find out what its natural habitat is, why it is endangered, what is being done to preserve it, and how many individual organisms are left in the wild. Prepare a 100-word report about the organism, including a drawing. Present your report to your patrol or troop. 

2. Do research on one species that was endangered or threatened but which has now recovered. Find out how the organism recovered, and what its new status is. Write a 100-word report on the species and discuss it with your counselor. 

3. With your parent's and counselor's approval, work with a natural resource professional to identify two projects that have been approved to improve the habitat for a threatened or endangered species in your area. Visit the site of one of these projects and report on what you saw. 

f. Pollution Prevention, Resource Recovery, and Conservation 

1. Look around your home and determine 10 ways your family can help reduce pollution. Practice at least two of these methods for seven days and discuss with your counselor what you have learned. 

2. Determine 10 ways to conserve resources or use resources more efficiently in your home, at school, or at camp. Practice at least two of these methods for seven days and discuss with your counselor what you have learned. 

3. Perform an experiment on packaging materials to find out which ones are biodegradable. Discuss your conclusions with your counselor. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FIRST AID: First Class rank or requirement 1

Average Difficulty

Scout must be at least 1st Class rank or hold proof that requirement #1 has been met prior to attending camp.

Not recommended for 1st Year campers.

1.
Satisfy your counselor that you have current knowledge of all first-aid requirements for Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class ranks. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FISHING : No Prerequisites. 

Average Difficulty

Will clean, cook, and eat fish in the program area. Rods and limited tackle are available. Bait for sale in Trading Post. PA Fish & Game Laws apply- license is needed over 16 years of age.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT: No Prerequisites

Average Difficulty


Requirement # 5 & 7 may be difficult to accomplish while in camp.


Recommended for older Scouts. 

#5: Do ONE of the following: 

a. Construct, erect, and check regularly at least two artificial nest boxes (wood duck, bluebird, squirrel, etc.) and keep written records for one nesting season. 

b. Construct, erect, and check regularly bird feeders and keep written records of the kinds of birds visiting the feeders in the winter. 

c. Design and implement a backyard wildlife habitat improvement project and report the results. 

d. Design and construct a wildlife blind near a game trail, water hole, salt lick, bird feeder, or birdbath and take good photographs or make sketches from the blind of any combination of 10 wild birds, mammals, reptiles, or amphibians. 

#7: Do ONE of the following: 

a. Determine the age of five species of fish from scale samples or identify various age classes of one species in a lake and report the results. 

b. Conduct a creel census on a small lake to estimate catch per unit effort. 

c. Examine the stomach contents of three species of fish and record the findings. It is not necessary to catch any fish for this option. You may visit a cleaning station set up for fishermen or find another, similar alternative. 

d. Make a freshwater aquarium. Include at least four species of native plants and four species of animal life, such as whirligig beetles, freshwater shrimp, tadpoles, water snails, and golden shiners. After 60 days or observation, discuss with your counselor the life cycles, food chains, and management needs you have recognized. After completing requirement 7d to your counselor's satisfaction, with your counselor's assistance, check local laws to determine what you should do with the specimens you have collected. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


FORESTRY: 7

Average Difficulty. 


Recommended for older Scouts. 

Requirement # 7 should be done prior to camp.

#7: 
Visit one or more local foresters and write a brief report about the person (or persons). Or, write about a forester's occupation including the education, qualifications, career opportunities, and duties related to forestry. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GEOLOGY : No Pre-Requisites. 


Average Difficulty

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GEOCASHING 


Average Difficulty
	Prior parental approval should be obtained and shown for # 7 

	


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HIKING : mileage







INDEPENDENT STUDY 

 Average Difficulty


Mileage Requirements should be completed before attending camp.  Bring proof / documentation from SM or parent. Some hiking requirements can be accomplished thru Older Boy Program.


1. Take five hikes, each on a different day, and each of 10 continuous miles. Prepare a hike plan for each hike. 

2. Take a hike of 20 continuous miles in one day following a hike plan you have prepared

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HORSEMANSHIP: no prerequisites
Challenging Badge

Liability Waiver must be signed by parent or legal guardian. Must wear long pants, boots with a heel. Recommended for older Scouts with prior riding experience. Cost $50 for riding & stable fees. Must allow extra time for travel to and from stable. 


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

INDIAN LORE : No Prerequisites.

Average Difficulty 


 Various kits are available for purchase in the Trading Post- approx cost $5 and up. See BSA catalog.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

INSECT STUDY: 3, 7






 INDEPENDENT STUDY

Challenging Badge

Requirement #3 (specimen collection of 50 different insects should be completed or near completion prior to camp. Proof of completion of #7 (can be letter from parent, teacher, or Leader) 

#3
Do the following: 

a. Observe 20 different live species of insects in their habitat. In your observations, include at least four orders of insects. 

b. Make a scrapbook of the 20 insects you observe in 4a. Include photographs, sketches, illustrations, and articles. Label each insect with its common and scientific names, where possible. Share your scrapbook with your merit badge counselor. 

#7:
Raise an insect through complete metamorphosis from its larval stage to its adult stage (eg, raise a butterfly or moth from a caterpillar).

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LEATHERWORK : No Prerequisites

Average Difficulty


Various kits are available for purchase in the Trading Post- approx cost $3 and up. See BSA catalog.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LIFESAVING: Swimming Merit Badge

Very Challenging



Must have earned SWIMMING MB prior to beginning this badge, and pass Swimmer test at check-in. Must bring own PROPER FITTING long-sleeved shirt and long pants. 


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MAMMAL STUDY: No Prerequisites

Good Beginner Badge

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

METAL WORKING: No Prerequisites. 

 Average Difficulty

 
Various kits for sale in the Trading Post- approximate cost $3 – $5 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NATURE: No Prerequisites.

 Average Difficulty

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OCEANOGRAPHY: No Prerequisites.  

Average Difficulty

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ORIENTEERING: 7
 






INDEPENDENT STUDY

Difficult Badge


Requirement # 7 should be done prior to camp. Can be very time consuming. Good Map & Compass skills are recommended. 

7.
Do the following: 

a. Take part in three orienteering events. One of these must be a cross-country course. 

b. After each event, write a report with (1) a copy of the master map and control description sheet , (2) a copy of the route you took on the course, (3) a discussion of how you could improve your time between control points, and (4) a list of your major weaknesses on this course . Describe what you could do to improve. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PIONEERING: No Prerequisites.

Average Difficulty 

Good working knowledge of knots and lashings are recommended.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REPTILE& AMPHIBIAN STUDY: 8

Average Difficulty

Requirement #8 must be done prior to camp Depends on availability of necessary live specimens

#8:
Do ONE of the following: 

a. Maintain one or more reptiles or amphibians for at least a month. Record food accepted, eating methods, changes in coloration, shedding of skins, and general habits; or keep the eggs of a reptile from the time of laying until hatching; or keep the eggs of an amphibian from the time of laying until their transformation into tadpoles (frogs) or larvae (salamanders). 

b. Choose a reptile or amphibian that you can observe at a local zoo, aquarium, nature center, or other such exhibit (such as your classroom or school). Study the specimen weekly for a period of three months. At each visit, sketch the specimen in its captive habitat and note any changes in its coloration, shedding of skins, and general habits and behavior. Find out, either from information you locate on your own or by talking to the caretaker, what this species eats and what are its native habitat and home range, preferred climate, average life expectancy, and natural predators. Also identify any human caused threats to its population and any laws that protect the species and its habitat. After the observation period, share what you have learned with your counselor.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RIFLE SHOOTING: No Prerequisites.

Average Difficulty

Recommended for older Scouts. 

Maturity and ability to follow directions needed. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 ROWING: No Prerequisites

Average Difficulty


Must successfully complete the BSA Swimmer Test at check-in. Must bring old shoes that can get wet. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SCHOLARSHIP: see below






INDEPENDENT STUDY 
Average Difficulty

Bring report card / letters from teachers / transcripts, etc. with you to camp. See requirements for details. Will require approx.1 hour session to be scheduled with counselor. 

1. Do ONE of the following: 

a. Show that you have had an average grade of B or higher (80 percent or higher) for one term or semester. 

b. Show that for one term or semester you have improved your school grades over the previous period.

2. Do TWO of the following: 

a. Make a list of educational places located where you live (other than schools). Visit one, and report on how you used the place for self-education. 

b. With your counselor's and your parent's approval, interview two professionals (other than teachers or other professionals at your school) with established careers. Find out where they were educated, what training they received, and how their education and training have helped prepare them for the career they have chosen. Find out how they continue to educate themselves. Discuss what you find out with your counselor. 

c. Using a daily planner, show your counselor how you keep track of assignments and activities, and discuss how you manage your time. 

d. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the different methods of research available to you for school assignments, such as the library, books and periodicals, and the Internet.

3. Get a note from the principal* of your school (or another school official named by the principal) that states that during the past year your behavior, leadership, and service have been satisfactory. 

4. Do ONE of the following: 

a. Show that you have taken part in an extracurricular school activity, and discuss with your counselor the benefits of participation and what you learned about the importance of teamwork. 

b. Discuss your participation in a school project during the past semester where you were a part of a team. Tell about the positive contributions you made to the team and the project.

5. Do ONE of the following: 

a. Write a report of 250 to 300 words about how the education you receive in school will be of value to you in the future and how you will continue to educate yourself in the future. 

b. Write a report of 250 to 300 words about two careers that interest you and how specific classes and good scholarship in general will help you achieve your career goals.

*If you are home-schooled or your school environment does not include a principal, you may obtain a note from a counterpart such as your parent.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SHOTGUN SHOOTING: No Prerequisites. 
Challenging Badge

Recommended for older Scouts. Maturity and ability to follow directions needed. Tickets for sale at Trading Post. $10 covers up to 50 Shells & clay targets. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SMALL BOAT SAILING: no prerequisites

Difficult


Recommended for Older Scouts


Must successfully complete the BSA Swimmer test at check-in. Knowledge of knots and splices is helpful. Must bring old shoes that can get wet.

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION: No Prerequisites

Average Difficulty

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SPACE EXPLORATION:  No Prerequisites. 

Average Difficulty

Model Rocket kits are available in Trading Post- approx $12 - $14. Price includes enough engines for required launches. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WEATHER: 2, 8

Average Difficulty


Requirements  #2 and #8 must be completed prior to camp.  


#2:
Name five dangerous weather-related conditions. Give the safety rules for each when outdoors and explain the difference between a severe weather watch and a warning. Discuss the safety rules with your family. 

#8. Do ONE of the following: 

a. Make one of the following instruments: wind vane, anemometer, rain gauge, hygrometer. Keep a daily weather log for 1 week using information from this instrument as well as from other sources such as local radio and television stations or NOAA Weather Radio, and Internet sources (with your parent's permission). Record the following information at the same time every day: wind direction and speed, temperature, precipitation, and types of clouds. Be sure to make a note of any morning dew or frost. In the log, also list the weather forecasts from radio or television at the same time each day and show how the weather really turned out. 

b. Visit a National Weather Service office or talk with a local radio or television weathercaster, private meteorologist, local agricultural extension service officer, or university meteorology instructor. Find out what type of weather is most dangerous or damaging to your community. Determine how severe weather and flood warnings reach the homes in your community. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WILDERNESS SURVIVAL: 5

Average Difficulty


Requirement #5(survival kit) should be made up ahead of time and brought along to camp. Need backpack and ground cloth for outpost overnighter. 


5.
Put together a personal survival kit and be able to explain how each item in it could be useful. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WOOD CARVING: Totin' Chip Card

Moderate Difficulty


MUST have Totin’ Chip Card, Various projects for sale in the Trading Post- approximate cost $3 – $5 


Not Recommended for First Year Campers!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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